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I have considered the topic of standardization within university courses and its examinations as a point of interest throughout my experiences in the education system.  The study needs to be narrowed down, but the research would focus on the benefits and costs of individuality verse standardization with an example analogy being how a French course is conveniently taught in the same four months as history course.  All courses are taught in the same length of time and what does that convenience sacrifice?  Now standardization is defined simply by making something conform to a certain standard.  I believe that standard to be not for the convenience of the students, but for the convenience of the system.  My hypothesis is that individuality is both more difficult and more expensive to have within the education system and therefore conforms to a more universal standard of teaching, examining, and marking.  My research would first explore the fundamental understanding of ‘individuality’ and its subjective nature.  Each student learns differently based on what they know and believe.  If each student learns differently, then why are we teaching everyone the same?  From a neutral perspective, I would sample this topic by interviewing a handful of students from each department on campus questioning exam structures, whether its multiple choice, long answer, essay, or other.  I would question the course grading rubrics and assignments handouts.  
With data gathered from each department, I would proceed to compare the difference between them.  For example, the differences in examination and course length between STEM and the humanities.  The goal of the data gathered would be to find and measure the fluidity in teaching, examining, and marking of the students subjected to their own department, and determine if the systems standardization is affecting the quality of knowledge apart of each subject.  
I want to find what the standardized system is not allowing to bloom.  I might even consider interviewing on possible new ways of learning that focus and strengthen different approaches to teaching in a way that would complement different perspectives and you could register offering the same in different classes that each have approaches of teaching.  I would of course highlight the negative economic effects of these changes, such as a huge amount of tax dollars being spent on a reformation and how that would not be attractive to the taxpayer.  I would also research why standardized testing and teaching is popular today, as it is important to research both sides of the spectrum in order to maintain a neutral perspective of my own.  Thereby efficiently reigning in results without bias, as well as my research being accepted as a credible source of work.  
Everyone learns differently, some more than others.  Standardized testing is aimed for the convenience of the teachers, not the students learning.  The goal of standardized testing is to measure school’s success rate on a comparative level between other schools.  This takes from the focus of maximizing resources provided to individualized learning.  This literature review will provide sources both defending and critiquing standardized testing within the education system.  The goal of the review is to use perspectives that support and are against standardized testing in order to reach an accurate conclusion on whether the system is efficient in successfully educating students learning.  
The first article Standardized Testing: Measurement of Academic Achievement explores the testing score method of grading children through numbers and later letters as they progress through their schooling.  The article reviews the methods teachers use, the types of tests they use, the amount of time they allow, and how they decide all this.  These all dictate the student’s performance as well as their academic success.  The article also explores if students are being provided the necessary materials required to successfully move them up to the next grade and how long students retain the information.  Most importantly, the article explores the premise of how this effects individualized success and academic performance.  
	The second article "Students Get What Flows Downward": District Leaders' Rationalizations of the Standardized Testing of Children delves into what students gain from standardized testing.  The article the role of urban district leaders and their influence on the implementation of standardization policies.  The article revealed that there is conflict over the rationalization for standardized testing regarding how it effects students and if it influences them aim for higher test scores.  
	The third article Standardized testing is a good thing explores the other side of the argument supporting standardized testing.  The article is written by a researcher who specializes in education policy.  The article argues that standardization is the most accurate and efficient way to report student academic achievement to the public.  This allows for a convenient system to compare stats between schools in order to measure school’s academic success rates.  The article then goes onto explain how schools moving away from standardized testing causes politicians to justify an increase in academic funding and therefore, the taxpayer money is spent else where.  The article concludes that standardized testing is essential for student’s academic achievement to be measured accurately.  The article also then explores what makes a test standardized.  According to the article, for a test to be considered standardized, it must be created by provincial, divisional, or national level experts.  The article goes onto to state that the test must broadly go over mathematics, sciences, readings, but is not directly correlated to any specific curriculum.  The article then includes how this allows for a swift way to relatively measure student’s academic success between schools.   The article goes onto talk about the war on standardized testing and the arguments against it but concluded that standardized testing is a balanced approach to measure student’s academic success as an accurate way of academic assessment.  
	The fourth and final book Defending standardized testing provides more insight on the defence of standardized testing much like the previous article.  The book opens with the education reform movement of the past two decades how it has focused on raising academic standards.  The book outlines the two voices between advocating for a testing mechanism to gauge the extent to which high standards are accomplished, and the critics accusations towards pushing for standards and testing of impeding reform and perpetuating inequality.  The article clearly states that much of the information written on standardized testing has been provided by opponents against it.  
	In conclusion, the listed resources above provided both a critical and exploratory source of standardization in the education system.  The sources provide a balanced view for defending and criticizing standardizing in the education system to accurately a fairly determine how it affects student’s progression in the education system.  The sources provide insight and new findings on the topic of assessing whether standardized testing is simply beneficial or not.   
	In future, for my tutorials, I would consider Denis Dubord in the history department as my instructor for my first tutorial.  I have taken more of his courses than any other instructor at Capilano University.  I also have a strong interest for history and feel that the history department would be a great first department to begin my tutorials.  For my second tutorial I would be interested in taking under the Human Kinetics department.  Human Kinetics has been an academic interest of mine since my first university year.  I have taken all my required sciences in the Human Kinetics department and it would make for a good counterbalance to the history department in terms academic versatility.  For my third and final tutorial I would be interested in taking it under Sean Ashley of the Liberal Studies department.  He has taught a few of my liberal studies courses as well as others outside of the program.  Sean would be a fitting choice as an instructor to complete my final tutorial before I start my graduating project.    
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