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My Personal Statement



Everyone learns differently.  If everyone learns differently, why are we teaching everyone the same way?  Standardization within university courses and its examinations has become a point of interest throughout my experiences in the education system.  One who learns differently under the conformed standard of today’s public education system is often mistaken as unintelligent or simply unable to succeed academically.  However, an alternative teaching approach can dictate a child’s success within their academic career.  Today our current public education system is not putting enough resources into individualized learning.  Standardized testing is aimed for the convenience of the system, not the students learning.    
At an early age I was told I learn differently, and as a result, I felt separated from the rest of the class, and over time the system itself.  As I progressed through school, I began to struggle under a standardized pattern of teaching.  By the time I was 11, I left the public school system and started my eighth elementary year at a private school called Fraser Academy.  Fraser academy specialized in students who had learning differences.  The classes were smaller, which allowed for a more individualized teaching experience between the teacher and the student.  Every student would receive a daily one on one tutor to work on my academic strengths, weaknesses, and goals.  By grade ten, my academic success was prominent, I had won many academic achievement awards, and I had developed a vocation to not only do well in school, but to go to university.  My time at Fraser Academy made me realize how an individualized approach to learning is far superior than a collective approach under a standardized system.  I graduated from Fraser Academy with a scholarship to the University of Victoria.  During my first year at the University of Victoria, I began to ponder on what a more individualized approach to teaching would look like.  However, I again found myself struggling to thrive under the combination of the large class sizes and the standardized structure of teaching patterns.   
At the end of my second year at the University of Victoria, I applied to Capilano University in the hopes of better adapting under the smaller class sizes and the personalized nature of the interdisciplinary program.  At Capilano University I found more academic freedom and gained a better understanding of my academic interests.  My passion for studying ancient history and World War history flourished as well as vastly improving my writing skills.  My grades went up and I began to become very confident with my learning.  However, my university experience was hindered with a language requirement to graduate.  Struggling to succeed within the course, I was fortunately granted an override on the language requirement and was able to replace the course with a science.  This made me realize how a French course is conveniently taught within the same four months as a history course or any other course.  By my second year at Capilano University, I again began to work on my focus towards a more individualized approach to teaching and examinations as a research plan for my interdisciplinary studies degree.  My research first explored the fundamental understanding of ‘individuality’ and its subjective nature.  I concluded that each student learns differently based on what they know and believe.  If each student learns differently, then why are we teaching everyone the same way?  By the end of my second year at Capilano University, I began working as a childcare worker at a daycare on Highlands Elementary School grounds.  
Over the years working with children has inspired me to become a teacher.  I took an education course on nutrition and early child psychology as an elective that granted me an Early Childhood Education Assistant certification, which allowed me to work with younger children.  The education course also furthered my understanding on the funding under the British Columbia school system and why individualized learning is expensive.  My job as an early child educator has enabled me to not only leave my comfort zone but has also allowed me to develop strong leadership skills, teamworking skills, discipline, creativity, and problem-solving skills.  After three years of working with children ranging between three to twelve years old, I began to develop an expansive understanding of working with children, which has further increased my passion to become a teacher.  During my final undergraduate year, I have begun to put all my research together on how a more individualized learning system would better serve students education rather than for the convenience of the system.  My hypothesis is that individuality is both more difficult and more expensive to have within the education system and therefore conforms to a more universal standard of teaching, examining, and marking.                         
After graduating from Capilano University, I plan to enroll within the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia.  UBC’s Bachelor of Education program is well suited to my academic strengths, while also providing practicum experience that will prepare me to work within a classroom and allow me to acquire the skills to manage and create an effective teaching curriculum with an individualized approach.  As a teacher, my ultimate goal would be to create a curriculum designed to help students understand their own learning in order for them to build off of their academic strengths while also understanding and improving their weaknesses.
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